Department of Transportation
Nati onal Hi ghway Traffic Safety Adm nistration
Research and Devel opnent Prograns Meeting
AGENCY: Nati onal Hi ghway Traffic Safety Adm nistration, DOT
ACTI ON: Noti ce

SUWARY: This notice announces a public neeting at which NHTSA
wi || describe and discuss specific research and devel opnent
projects. Further, the notice requests suggestions for topics
to be presented by the Agency.

DATES AND TI MES: The National H ghway Traffic Safety

Adm nistration will hold a public neeting devoted primarily to
presentations of specific research and devel opnent projects on
Wednesday, Novenber 14, 2001, beginning at 1:30 p.m and endi ng
at approxinmately 5:00 p.m The deadline for interested parties
to suggest agenda topics is 5:00 p.m on Wdnesday, October 31,
2001. (Questions may be submitted in advance regarding the
Agency's research and devel opment projects. They nust be
submtted in witing by Thursday, Novenber 1, 2001, to the
address given below. If sufficient time is available, questions
received after the Novenber 1 date will be answered at the
neeti ng during the discussion period. The individual, group, or
conpany asking a question does not have to be present for the
guestion to be answered. A consolidated |ist of answers to
guestions submtted by Novenber 1 will be available at the
neeting and will be mailed to requesters after the neeting.

ADDRESSES: The neeting will be held at the Best Western Gateway
I nternational Hotel, 9191 Wckham Romulus, M chigan, tel ephone
nunmber (734) 728-2800. Suggestions for specific research and
devel opnent topics as descri bed bel ow and questions for the
Novenber 14, 2001, neeting relating to the Agency's research and
devel opnment progranms shoul d be submitted to the Ofice of the
Associ ate Adm nistrator for Research and Devel opnent, NRD 01
National H ghway Traffic Safety Adm ni stration, Room 6206, 400
Seventh Street, S.W, Wshington, DC 20590. The fax nunber is
(202) 366-5930.

SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATION: I n recent years, since April 1993,
NHTSA has provi ded detail ed i nformati on about its research and
devel opnment progranms in presentations at a series of public

meetings. The purpose is to nmake avail able nore conplete and



timely informati on regardi ng the Agency's research and

devel opnent prograns. This is the thirtieth neeting in that
series, and it will be held on Wednesday, Novenber 14, 2001, at
the Best Western Gateway International Hotel, 9191 W ckham
Romul us, M chi gan.

NHTSA requests suggestions frominterested parties on specific
agenda topics to be presented at this neeting. NHISA will base
its decisions about the agenda, in part, on the suggestions it
receives by 5:00 p.m on Cctober 31, 2001. Before the neeting,
NHTSA wi I | publish a notice with an agenda listing the research
and devel opnment topics to be discussed. The agenda can al so be
obtained by calling or faxing the request to the tel ephone
nunbers listed in this notice, through the Enail address |isted
inthis notice, or fromNHTSA's Wb site at URL

http://ww. nht sa. dot. gov/ nht sa/ announce/ neet i ngs/ .

NHTSA asks that the suggestions be |imted to three topics, in
priority order, so that the presentations at the Novenber 14,
2001, neeting can be nost useful to the audience. Specific
research and devel opnent topics are listed below Many of these
t opi cs have been di scussed at previous neetings. Suggestions
for agenda topics are not restricted to this listing, and
interested parties are invited to suggest or offer other
research and devel opnent topics of specific interest to their
organi zations or itenms of general interest. Additionally, if
any interested parties would |ike to make a presentation
regardi ng technical issues concerning any of NHTSA s research
prograns, information concerning the proposed topic and speaker
shoul d be submtted in witing by 5:00 p.m on Cctober 31, 2001,
to the Ofice of the Associate Adm nistrator for Research and
Devel opnent, NRD 01, National H ghway Traffic Safety

Admi ni stration, Room 6206, 400 Seventh Street, S.W, Wshington,
DC 20590. The fax nunmber is (202) 366-5930.

Specific R&D topics are:
Fi scal Year 2001 R&D Research Efforts,
| nt ernati onal Harnoni zed Research Activities (IHRA)
On-line tracking systemfor NHTSA s research projects, and
Crash I njury Research and Engi neeri ng Network (Cl REN)

Speci fic Crashworthi ness R& topics are:
Preparation of new dunm es for assessnent of advanced
air bag technol ogy,
| mproved frontal crash protection (program status, problem
identification, offset testing),
Vehi cle conpatibility,



Upgr ade side crash protection,

Child restraint/air bag interaction (CRABI) dummy testing,
Head and neck injury research,

Lower extremty injury research, and

Thorax injury research.

Specific Crash Avoi dance R&D topics are:
Nat i onal Advanced Driving Sinulator (NADS),
Intelligent vehicle initiative (the rear-end collision
avoi dance system operational test),
Drowsy driver nonitoring,
Driver workl oad assessnent, and
Lane change/ nerge collision avoi dance system gui del i nes.

Specific National Center for Statistics and Anal ysis ( NCSA)
t opi cs are:

Speci al crash investigation studies and

Crash avoi dance data col |l ection.

Separ ately, questions regarding research projects that have been
submtted in witing not later than 5:00 p.m on Novenber 1,
2001, will be answered. Copies of materials handed out at the
nmeeting and answers to the questions submtted for response at
the neeting will be available for public inspection in the DOT
Docket in Washington, DC, within 3 weeks after the neeting.
Copies of this material wll then be available at ten cents a
page upon request to DOT Docket, Room PL-401, 400 Seventh
Street, S.W, Washington, DC 20590. The DOT Docket is open to
the public from10:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m The handouts and
answers to the questions will also be available within 1 week of
the neeting on NHTSA s Wb site at http://ww-

nrd. nht sa. dot. gov/ depart nent s/ nrd-01/ present ati ons/ NRDnt gs. ht m .

NHTSA wi I | provide technical aids to participants as necessary,
during the Research and Devel opnent Prograns Meeting. Thus, any
person desiring the assistance of "auxiliary aids" (e.g., sign-

| anguage interpreter, tel econmunication devices for deaf persons
(TTDs), readers, taped texts, Braille materials, or large print
materials and/or a magni fying device), please contact Rita

G bbons by tel ephone on (202) 366-4862, by telefax on (202) 366-
5930, or by E-mail at rgi bbons@htsa.dot.gov by 5:00 p.m on

Cct ober 31, 2001.

Shoul d it be necessary to cancel the neeting due to inclenent
weat her or to any other energencies, a decision to cancel wll
be made as soon as possible and posted i mMmedi ately on NHTSA' s
Web site URL http://ww. nht sa. dot. gov/ nht sa/ announce/ neeti ngs/.



| f you do not have access to the Wb site, you may call for
information at the contact |isted bel ow and | eave your tel ephone
or telefax nunber. You will be called only if the neeting is
post poned or cancel ed.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: Rita G bbons, Staff Assistant,
O fice of Research and Devel opnent, 400 Seventh Street, S.W,
Washi ngt on, DC 20590. Tel ephone: (202) 366-4862. Fax nunber:
(202) 366-5930. E-mail: rgi bbons@htsa. dot. gov.

| ssued: Cct ober 15, 2001

Si gned

Raynond P. Ow ngs, Ph.D.
Associ ate Adm nistrator for Research and Devel opnment



